LA GRANGE EARTH DAY SCAVENGER HUNT
La Grange is going green! Can you find the ways?
Check off the items below and describe where you saw them. Share your finds with friends and family.
Bring this sheet to Denning Park on Sunday, April 18th, between 12:00pm and 2:00pm.
The first 50 people to turn it in will receive an oak tree sapling.

GREEN TRANSPORTATION
Using less gasoline prevents pollution and reduces greenhouse gas emissions.

Electric or fuel efficient vehicle

People walking or biking to school
People riding the bus or taking the train

WASTE REDUCTION
Composting organic materials prevents the release of methane, a potent greenhouse gas.
Reusing items saves natural resources and prevents pollution.

Compost bin
Resale shop or antique store

People using a reusable coffee mug or
water bottle instead of single use items

POLLUTION PREVENTION
Keeping chemicals out of yards protects waterways, pollinators, pets, and humans.
Avoiding gas-powered mowers and yard equipment improves air quality.

People using hand-powered or electric
yard equipment instead of gas-powered
Natural yards that have a variety of flowering,
low-maintenance plants that support pollinators
Storm drain marked "Dump No Waste, Drains to Waterways"

SMART ENERGY USE
Conserving energy and using renewable energy are great ways to protect the planet!

Solar panel(s)
Motion sensor or LED lights
Tall trees or white roofs that help cool buildings
Village of La Grange Environmental Quality Commission

www.villageoflagrange.com/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=839

La Grange Earth Day Scavenger Hunt Facts
Green Transportation
Vehicles: The transportation sector is the largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in the United States (1). Cleaner,
more fuel-efficient vehicles can help us slow climate change.
Walking or biking: Using non-motorized modes of transportation reduces the amount of harmful emissions released into
the atmosphere.
Taking the train or bus: When compared to single occupancy vehicles, public transportation produces 95% less carbon
monoxide, 92% fewer volatile organic compounds, and 45% less carbon dioxide per passenger mile (2).
Waste Reduction
Compost bin: In 2018, food was the largest component (24%) of material landfilled (3). Composting food scraps converts
something that is usually considered waste into a valuable resource and helps slow climate change.
Resale shop: Excess clothes are burned or dumped into landfills every day and the fashion industry is the second-largest
consumer of the world's water supply (4). Buying second-hand conserves natural resources and reduces greenhouse gas
emissions.
Reusable coffee mug or water bottle: Billions of plastic water bottles and paper coffee cups are used each year by
Americans. Using reusable bottles, cups, and mugs conserves natural resources, saves energy, and prevents pollution.
Pollution Prevention
Yard equipment: Gas-powered lawn and garden equipment significantly contribute to air pollution. At least 60 cities in
California have some kind of ban on gas-powered yard equipment (5). Going electric or using a rake, broom, or manual
mower protects the air we breathe.
Natural, pollinator-friendly yards: The most commonly used lawn pesticides are hazardous to human health and are toxic to
fish, bees, mammals, and birds (6). Avoiding chemicals and adding a variety of plants to your yard creates a healthy habitat.
Storm drain marker: Sending only stormwater down the drain keeps our waterways clean and protects aquatic life.
Smart Energy Use
Solar panels: Electricity generated from fossil fuels and nuclear sources has many negative impacts. The amount of sunlight
that strikes the earth's surface in an hour and a half is enough to handle the entire world's energy consumption for a full
year (7)!
LED lights: Since very little energy is wasted as heat, LED bulbs are much more energy efficient than incandescent bulbs and
CFLs. Good-quality LED bulbs can have a useful life of 25,000 hours or more (8).
Tree cover or white roofs: Neighborhoods with well-shaded streets can be 6-10 degrees cooler than those without trees,
reducing energy needs. Three trees properly placed around a house can save up to 30% of energy use (9).

Protecting health and the environment requires everyone's participation.
Thank you for learning how to help!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
1. https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/sources-greenhouse-gas-emissions
2. https://www.transportation.gov/mission/health/public-transportation-trips-capita
3. https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/national-overview-facts-and-figures-materials#Landfilling
4. https://www.businessinsider.com/fast-fashion-environmental-impact-pollution-emissions-waste-water-201910#:~:text=Fast%20fashion%20makes%20shopping%20for,pollutes%20the%20oceans%20with%20microplastics
5. https://abc7news.com/california-ban-on-gardening-tools-equipment-gas-gardening-leaf-blower/5820984/
6. https://www.beyondpesticides.org/resources/lawns-and-landscapes/overview
7. https://www.energy.gov/eere/solar/how-does-solar-work
8. https://www.energy.gov/articles/top-8-things-you-didn-t-know-about-leds
9. https://www.arborday.org/trees/climatechange/treeshelp.cfm

